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The purpose of this study is to support educational and public department and decided taking the entrance examination.

relations activities, to examine whether COVID-19 has had an The survey asked 100 new students (FY2021-2024) to
impact on university selection behavior by analyzing answer several questions. To investigate the COVID-19
questionnaires to clarify how new students knew the pandemic's impact, a test was conducted on the difference in
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maternal ratios between the pandemic-phase (FY2021-2022)
and the convergence-phase (FY2023-2024).

There was no significant difference between the pandemic-
phase and the convergence-phase in the percentage of
students who passed the entrance examination at the first
attempt, and the opportunities to know this department. No
significant difference was found between the two phases in
the Kyushu and Chugoku regions, as well as in the Fukuoka
and Hiroshima prefectures, which were the top regions of
origin. The proportion of students with non-dental medical
professionals in own relationship significantly increased from
the pandemic-phase (12.0%) to the convergence-phase
(30.0%). The top reason for applying was “good pass rate for
national examinations” (45.0%), which did not differ
significantly between the two phases, while “attracted to
Kitakyushu” increased significantly from the pandemic-phase
(2.0%) to the convergence-phase (14.0%).

It was suggested that COVID-19 increased medical
professionals' interest in the dentistry's field and increased
their consideration of this department as a career path for their
children. Educational and public relations activities that also
convey the attractiveness of Kitakyushu-City, and the
continuous dissemination of university information, is
considered effective as admissions public relations.
Keywords: COVID-19, questionnaire survey, admissions
publicity, profiles of new students, department of oral health
sciences
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Figure 1: Basic data for new students. (Number of subjects: 100) (A) Age distribution. (FY2021-2024) (B) Age distribution. (the
pandemic-phase vs. convergence-phase) (C) Percentage of the student who passed entrance examinations on the first try. (FY2021-2024)
(D) Percentage of the student who passed entrance examinations on the first try. (the pandemic-phase vs. convergence-phase)

The age distribution of new students over four years was 99.0% in the 10s (A). The number of new students aged 20-24 increased from the
pandemic-phase to the convergence-phase, but there were no significant differences (B). The percentage of active students was 88.1% in
total (C). The percentage of the student who passed entrance examinations on the first try showed an increasing trend from the pandemic-
phase (84.0%) to the convergence-phase (94.0%), but the difference was not significant (D).
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Figure 2: Origin area of new students. (Number of subjects: 100) (A) By prefecture. (FY2021-2024) (B) By prefecture. (the pandemic-
phase vs. convergence-phase) (C) By eight regions. (FY2021-2024) (D) By eight regions. (the pandemic-phase vs. convergence-phase)

By prefecture, Fukuoka Prefecture had the highest rate of 30.0%, followed by Hiroshima Prefecture with 18.0%, Kagoshima Prefecture with
8.0%, and Kumamoto and Oita Prefectures with 7.0% each (A). From the pandemic-phase to the convergence-phase, there was a significant
decrease in Nagasaki Prefecture (P < 0.05), and no significant change was observed in the other prefectures (B). By eight regions, over a
span of four years, the Kyushu region had the highest percentage (63.0%), followed by the Chugoku region (26 .0%), the Kinki region (5.0%),
the Tokai region (3.0%), the Shikoku region (2.0%), and the Tohoku region (1.0%) (C). No significant differences were found among the
regions of origin in each region from the pandemic-phase to the the convergence-phase (D).
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Figure 4: Reasons for new student’s aspiration. (Number of subjects: 100) (A) Fiscal Years 2021-2024. (B) Comparison between the
pandemic-phase and the convergence-phase. The most common response was “high national examination pass rate” (45 .0%). Next were
“appropriate deviation” and “attractive curriculum” (38.0%) each, “useful career development in the workplace” (37.0%), “good employment
rate” (35.0%), “bachelor's degree” (31 .0%), “admissions information and website content” (28.0%), “own hometown” (20.0%), “low tuition”
(14.0%), and “Kitakyushu attraction” (8.0%), in that order (A). From the pandemic-phase to the convergence-phase, “Kitakyushu attraction”
increased significantly (P < 0.05), while no significant change was observed in the other items.
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Figure 5: The opportunities to know this department. (Number of subjects: 100) (A) Fiscal Years 2021-2024. (B) Comparison between
the pandemic-phase and the convergence-phase. The university websites (including web-based public relations magazines) and high school
teachers were the most frequent answers at 30.0% each, followed by university guidances (booklets) at 21.0%, guardians at 19.0%, family
members at 10.0%, friends or acquaintances at 9.0%, and living in Fukuoka Prefecture or Kitakyushu City at 8.0%. (A). No significant
changes were observed from the pandemic-phase to the convergence-phase. Only in Fiscal Years 2023-2024, we obtained the response of
web-based open campus on the university's website (26 respondents, 26%)
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